Wednesday, June 24, 2026

Would You Rather?
Scripture: Daniel 4-5; John 14:23; Luke 16:10

A popular party game called "Would You Rather" requires the player to choose between
two difficult or wacky situations and defend their decision. Questions such as "Would you
rather always feel like you have to sneeze but can't, or have a permanent itch that you
can't scratch?" "Would you rather have more time or have more money?"

While these questions can be trivial, Daniel was faced with his own "Would you Rather"
situation. The book of Daniel describes his ability to interpret dreams. In fact, Daniel was
so famous for this interpretive skill that kings often summoned him to interpret their
visions that no other magician or astrologer could translate. Not once, but twice, Daniel is
noted for his dream interpretations for King Nebuchadnezzar and King Belshazzar. In
Daniel 4-5, both rulers described terrifying events in which they were humbled because of
their pride, even to the point of death. The disturbing visions were meant to be a wake-up
call for the kings to repent of their pride and glorify the only King, the King of Heaven.
Only Nebuchadnezzar repented and was fully restored. Each vision that Daniel was called
to interpret placed him in a tough situation: would he honestly interpret their dreams,
possibly facing persecution and death, or would he give a false interpretation to remain in
their favor?

Like all of us at some point in our lives, Daniel faced a tough situation. Yet, he chose to
honestly interpret the dreams. He risked his own life to faithfully deliver God's message. In
return, God was faithful to Daniel by sparing him from any harm. He was even clothed in
purple, given a gold chain, and proclaimed as the third-highest ruler in the kingdom.

As you reflect on Daniel's sacrifice, what is God asking you to trust Him with today? What
situation in your life requires courage to obey God? What prevents you from true
obedience-fear of failure? Fear of losing friends? Fear of losing your comfort zone? All valid
reasons-from an earthly standpoint.

As we weigh our decisions, obedience to Christ does feel risky at times, but God's
faithfulness is greater than any earthly consequence.

"Would you rather stay silent and be disobedient to God's call or speak up and trust God
with the outcome?"

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, please reveal to me any areas of my life where I am being disobedient to

you. Give me the courage to stay faithful to your will, even when it may cost me
something. Thank you for the promise of your blessings when I am faithful even in the
small things. Amen.

(written by Tiffany Houser)



