Tuesday, June 23, 2026

Facing the Fiery Furnace - Standing Firm with Courage
Scripture: Daniel 3

Most of us know the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. We remember the fiery furnace, the
miraculous rescue, and the faithfulness of God. But before there was ever a miracle, there was a
choice.

Imagine being in that huge crowd - music fills the air and you're suddenly surrounded by people
bowing to some giant golden statue. The king made his expectations clear. It really would be so
much easier to simply blend in and do what everyone else is doing.

But those three young men, THEY DIDN'T!

When they stood before King Nebuchadnezzar, they BOLDLY declared that the God they served was
able to save them. Then they said something that should challenge us all:

"But even if He does not... " (Daniel 3:18)

Those five simple words reveal an incredible amount of faith deeply rooted in the Lord. They knew
God could save them, but they had already decided that even if He didn't, they would still trust Him.
Their faith wasn't dependent on the outcome. It was rooted in who God is.

We may not be facing a literal fiery furnace, but we all face moments when we're tempted to
compromise times it would just be easier to stay quiet than stand firm in our faith. Maybe we're more
concerned with what others think and say rather than listening to God's steady voice. Sometimes it's
easier to just follow the crowd rather than follow Jesus.

The truth is, standing firm with courage wasn't easy for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. It's not
always easy for us either. We may walk through flames in life, but God doesn't leave us stranded
and alone-He's right there with us.

Maybe you're walking through a difficult season. Maybe you're carrying a burden that no one else
knows about. Maybe you're waiting on an answer from God that hasn't come yet. Whatever "fire" you
may be facing, take comfort in knowing that God is still present. He has not forgotten you, and He
will not leave you.

Reflection:

eWhere do you feel pressure to compromise your faith?

eIs there an area in your life where God is calling you to stand firm?
eHow have you experienced God's presence during a difficult season?

Camp Prayer Focus:
Pray that our youth (and even leaders) would have the courage to stand firm in Jesus, even when it

means being set apart from the crowd. Pray that God moves in a mighty way this week and that they
open their hearts to receiving whatever God is trying to tell them!

Prayer:
Dear Lord, thank You for being faithful in every season of life. Please give us the courage to stand

firm when we're facing the fire. Help us to trust You, not just when things are going our way, but
even when they aren't. Be with our students and leaders this week as they study Your word. Draw
them closer to You and help them develop a deeply rooted faith. In Jesus' name, Amen!

(written by Kelly Owens)



